Curriculum: Music

‘Education in music is most sovereign because more than
anything else rhythm and harmony find their way to the
innermost soul and take strongest hold upon it’

Plato
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Why do we learn Music?

At Werrington Primary School, we believe that Music is a universal language, which embodies one of the highest
forms of creativity. Our high-quality music education inspires pupils to develop a love of music and engages
their talent as musicians. This helps to increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.

What are the aims of our Music curriculum?

Aims
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:

2 Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and
traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.

2 Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have
the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity
to progress to the next level of musical excellence.

2 Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated; including through the
inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate
musical notations.

At Werrington Primary, our bespoke curriculum has 6 golden strands which encompass the core values of our
school. These strands run through the music curriculum from Nursery to Year 6. Examples of this can be
found in the table below.

Equality Year 2 learn about different musical
styles such as rock, rap and Reggae.

Innovation Year 4 learn about the impact of pop
music.

Sustainability Year 5 learn how musical themes of
rock, pop and Motown have
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Community Year 1 learn to perform and copy succeed
rhythms; then share their feedback to
others.

Year 4 listen to and perform a variety of
music from different periods, cultures,
and genres.
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others safe
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An example of progression

Year 6

Pupils can describe the structure and style indicators of the song or a piece of music. They are able to talk about and explain a variety
of musical dimensions used in the song.

Children will identify the pulse whilst listening to the music, identifying changes in tempo, dynamics and texture. They will use this
knowledge to understanding that music has an Intro, verse 1, chorus, bridge, verse 2, chorus, bridge, verse 3.

Pupils will find the pulse whilst listening and identify tempo changes, changes in dynamics and texture. They will use this to be able to
identify the piece’s structure, understanding that music has an intro, verse 1, chorus, verse 2, bridge, chorus, bridge, verse 3, outro.

Children will find the pulse while listening to the music, which will allow them to identify funky rhythms, tempo changes, dynamics.

They will learn that the pulse is used within the piece’s structure to create an introduction, verse and chorus.

Children will find the pulse and understand that songs have a musical style, such as rap, rock or Reggae. They will march and find the
pulse. They will be an animal, a rapper, a rock star, or freestyle to find the pulse.

Children will find the pulse as they are listening to the music and understand that it is the heartbeat of the music. They will march to
the pulse.

Children will move their body to sounds within the music, such as a regular beat.
Children will have the opportunity to sing and perform a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.




